CEI Plan of Action 2027-2030: Thematic Agenda at a Glance

1. Infrastructure connectivity and regional economic integration 

	Thematic priority
	Main objective 
	Main focus 

	1.1. Transport connectivity
	Connect people and goods through sustainable, multimodal and resilient transport networks.
	· strategic multimodal transport corridors and connections;
· maritime and inland waterway connectivity; 
· Green Lanes and Solidarity Lanes; 
· sustainable mobility planning, including urban, rural and cross-border mobility;
· digital mobility, decarbonisation and removal of bottlenecks;
· accessible public transport and mobility for persons with disabilities and older persons.

	1.2. Renewable energy and energy efficiency
	Strengthen energy independence, affordability and convergence with EU standards.
	· diversification of energy sources, smart grids and energy storage; 
· efficient buildings and industry; 
· citizen participation in energy production; 
· bioenergy and biomethane; 
· rebuilding of Ukraine’s energy system.

	1.3. Digital connectivity, cybersecurity and secure infrastructure
	Enable secure, inclusive and innovative digital development, and strengthen collective resilience to cyber threats.
	· digital connectivity and interoperable public services and data; 
· cybersecurity and responsible AI and advanced technologies; 
· research cooperation and innovation;
· research security; 
· digital skills and regional technological capabilities, and accessible and inclusive digital public services.

	1.4. Entrepreneurship, innovation and SMEs
	Help businesses innovate, grow and compete in wider markets.
	· access to finance;
· research–business links and technology transfer;
· commercialisation;
· incubators and innovation networks; 
· digital and green technologies; 
· cross-border partnerships; 
· business skills.

	1.5. Environment, water, forest and climate resilience
	Protect ecosystems, human health, communities and essential infrastructure from environmental and disaster risks, and strengthen water security.
	· institutional cooperation and multi-level governance;
· coordinated cross-border water management, water retention in soils and landscapes, drought and excess-water management, ecosystem restoration and biodiversity protection, sustainable forest management; 
· soil–water nexus;
· civil protection, risk assessment and early warning;
· resilient municipal services, pollution prevention, environmental monitoring and circular economy, nature-based solutions; 
· climate adaptation environmental recovery in crisis-affected areas.

	 1.6. Circular bioeconomy and agribusiness
	Build sustainable value chains that safeguard food security and retain more value locally, and increase opportunities in rural areas.
	· bioeconomy strategies, inter-ministerial coordination and regional and local partnerships, in synergy with BIOEAST; 
· sustainable biomass and cascading use, use of residues, and value chains, local processing and biorefineries;
· forest-based bioeconomy, soil health and freshwater aquaculture;
· inclusive biobased entrepreneurship;
· agribusiness and farm modernisation;  
· producer cooperation, short supply chains, fair value distribution and food safety; 
· Ukraine’s agricultural recovery in line with the EU internal market; 
· research networks, funding and skills.



2. Institutional connectivity and resilient governance 

	Thematic priority
	Main objective 
	Main focus 

	2.1. Rule of law, good governance and public administration
	Build transparent, accountable and effective institutions in support of European integration.
	· legal diplomacy for EU acquis alignment; 
· anti-corruption, combating organised crime, cybercrime and illicit financial flows; 
· judicial cooperation and judicial independence; 
· transparent public services and procurement and participatory governance; 
· illegal migration management and anti-trafficking; 
· e-government, strategic communication and resilient administrative skills against hybrid threats.

	2.2. Media freedom, information literacy and resilience to manipulation
	Protect independent journalism and strengthen a trusted information environment.
	· journalism training and cross-border cooperation and networks; 
· journalist and media workers protection; 
· transparent public communication; 
· media and digital literacy; 
· detection and response to foreign information manipulation and interference, including cyber-enabled hybrid operations; 
· AI and digital platform risks; 
· media sustainability; 
· communication of EU enlargement benefits.

	2.3. Gender equality and women’s empowerment
	Advance women’s equal participation, opportunities and representation.
	· gender equality and women’s perspectives in public policy, foreign affairs and international cooperation; 
· women in diplomatic services, negotiations and decision-making; 
· mentoring and equal economic opportunities; 
· prevention of gender-based violence, including online, and victims support and protection, and equal pay, pay transparency, work–life balance and the reduction of care-related inequalities.

	2.4. Public health and emergency preparedness
	Strengthen inclusive health systems and their capacity to respond to emerging risks and crises.
	· prevention and health literacy; 
· healthy ageing, including through sport and physical activity; 
· community-based and long-term care, and social innovation in response to demographic change; 
· health workforce skills and retention; 
· health-environment-climate interlinkages; 
· cross-border emergency preparedness; 
· essential medicine supplies; 
· mental health and well-being, and accessible community-based care and support for informal carers

	2.5. Science diplomacy and evidence-informed policymaking
	Connect science, policy and diplomacy to address shared challenges.
	· science diplomacy training and dialogue; 
· links among researchers, policymakers and diplomats; 
· evidence-informed policymaking;
· cooperation with universities and research infrastructures; 
· emerging technologies; 
· scientific mobility, joint initiatives and networks;
· science-based responses to regional challenges.



3. People-to-People Connectivity and Local Engagement 

	Thematic priority
	Main objective 
	Main focus 

	3.1. Cultural cooperation, cultural heritage and intercultural dialogue
	Build mutual understanding, trust and a shared sense of European belonging.
	· protection of tangible and intangible cultural heritage, especially heritage at risk;
· cooperation in the field of combatting illicit trafficking of cultural goods;
· cultural and creative industries, skills and jobs; 
· festivals and exchanges; 
· mobility of artists and young talents; 
· digitalisation of cultural assets; 
· diversity and the rights of people belonging to national minorities.

	3.2. Youth, education, lifelong learning and mobility
	Equip young people with skills, opportunities and a stronger voice in shaping the region’s future.
	· youth participation in decision-making; 
· inclusive education, STEM, digital and media literacy; 
· links with employment and lifelong learning; 
·  youth mobility through fellowships, traineeships, volunteering and exchanges;
· youth entrepreneurship; 
· youth-led dialogue and civic action;
· equal access to education and mobility for young people with disabilities.

	3.3. Local communities and cross-border cooperation
	Strengthen inclusive, resilient communities and sustainable territorial development.
	· local exchanges and cross-border partnerships; 
· community-led planning and social innovation; 
· inclusive and resilient communities; 
· local economic development, skills and employment; 
· sustainable tourism and local value chains; 
· stronger local authorities, access to funding and fewer administrative barriers and meaningful participation of disadvantaged groups and civil society in local decision-making.



