PRESS RELEASE
UA NEXT Project Successfully Completed in Bulgaria: 30 Community Leaders Join the Network of Co-creators of Ukrainian Unity Abroad
Sofia, Republic of Bulgaria | 16 July 2026
The educational and leadership project UA NEXT – Training Co-creators of Unity of Ukrainians in Bulgaria has officially concluded with a certificate award ceremony held at the Embassy of Ukraine in Bulgaria.
Thirty participants from different regions of Bulgaria successfully completed the programme and joined a growing network of co-creators of unity among Ukrainians in Bulgaria. Throughout the programme, participants strengthened their leadership, communication, community-building, advocacy, and intercultural cooperation skills, transforming knowledge into practical action within their local communities.
The Bulgaria became the fifth country to implement the UA NEXT programme, demonstrating the relevance and growing demand for initiatives that strengthen Ukrainian communities abroad, support civic engagement, and foster meaningful cooperation between Ukrainians and local societies.
The closing ceremony brought together distinguished guests, including:
• Olesia Ilashchuk, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to Bulgaria;
• Anna Tertychna, Minister-Counsellor of the Embassy of Ukraine in the Republic of Bulgaria;
• Olha Kolot, Counsellor of the Embassy of Ukraine in the Republic of Bulgaria;
• Oksana Siryk, Deputy Director of the Department for Maintaining Ties with Ukrainians Abroad and Supporting Their Voluntary Return, Ministry of Social Policy, Family and Unity of Ukraine; 
• Oksana Voronkina, UA NEXT Project Coordinator, Project Manager of the Association of Innovative and Digital Education;
• Olena Volkova, Regional Coordinator of UA NEXT in Bulgaria, Communications Manager at the Open Doors Situation Centre (Sofia).
During the programme, participants completed a comprehensive educational curriculum covering leadership, community development, media literacy, intercultural communication, cooperation with public institutions, advocacy, and countering disinformation.
A defining feature of UA NEXT is its strong practical component. As part of the programme, participants will design and implement the Bulgaria–Ukraine Unity Week, a series of educational, cultural, volunteer, and intercultural events organized across different regions of Bulgaria.
These initiatives brought together Ukrainian and Bulgarian communities, promoted intercultural dialogue, strengthened local partnerships, and showcased contemporary Ukraine through people-to-people engagement. The activities became a practical demonstration of how active citizens can contribute to stronger, more resilient communities. 
During the closing event, organizers also presented the UAFORYOU Information and Resource Portal, a new platform being developed to provide Ukrainians in Bulgaria with practical information, useful services, opportunities, and resources.
UAFORYOU: https://bulgaria.uaforyou.org
The project demonstrated that educational initiatives can create sustainable impact when participants are empowered not only to learn but also to act. Through UA NEXT, participants established new partnerships, launched local initiatives, and became active contributors to community development and social cohesion.
The organizers express their sincere gratitude to the Central European Initiative (CEI) for its financial support, which made the implementation of the project in Bulgaria possible. The project stands as an example of how international cooperation and investment in human capital can strengthen communities, support integration, and preserve connections between Ukrainians abroad and their homeland.
Special thanks are extended to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, the Ministry of Social Policy, Family and Unity of Ukraine, the Embassy of Ukraine in Bulgaria, project speakers, partners, and all participants whose dedication contributed to the project’s success.

ℹ️ The UA NEXT project is implemented by the Association of Innovative and Digital Education together with the Pro Futuro Foundation with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, the Ministry of Social Policy, Family and Unity of Ukraine, the Embassy of Ukraine in Bulgaria, and with financial support from the Central European Initiative (CEI).
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