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Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs
of the Member States of the Central European Initiative
Belgrade, 26 November 2025

Joint Statement’

We, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Member States of the Central European Initiative (CEI)
gathered in Belgrade on 26 November 2025 under the theme “Empowering the CEI region through
connectivity, innovation and integration”,

Expressing our commitment to the strategic goals embedded in CEl's mission: fostering progress in
the European integration process and supporting the sustainable development of the CEl region, as
well as our commitment to good neighbourly relations as an indispensable part of a peaceful, stable
and united Europe based on common values and respect of principles of international law,

Reaffirming our commitment to strengthening the role of the CEI to address the challenges arising
from the current international environment respecting international law, UN Charter, human rights
and fundamental freedoms, democratic values and the rule of law shared by all CEI Member States,

Noting the recent assessments by the European Commission on the progress of EU accession
candidate countries in advancing and implementing necessary reforms,

Praising the 80th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, as well as the 50th anniversary
of the Helsinki Final Act and the 75th anniversary of the Council of Europe, and recalling that the
CEl Member States are also guided by the principles of the UN Charter and of the Helsinki
process/OSCE, and the European Convention on Human Rights,

Deploring the ongoing Russian war of aggression against Ukraine — a valued Member State of the
CEl; and reaffirming our unwavering support to Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence, unity and
territorial integrity within its internationally recognized borders, as well as to its recovery,
modernization and reconstruction and emphasizing the importance of dialogue and efforts that
contribute to peace and stability within the whole region,

Recognizing the growing threats for the European security which affect our economies and societies,
including disinformation and hybrid threats,

Underlining the CEI's unique role as bridging platform in fostering solidarity, reconciliation and
constructive regional cooperation, to facilitate seamless integration and cohesion, as well as in
advancing the merit-based European integration process of its non-EU Member States,

1 We note the reservations of one Member State regarding the strategic direction of certain EU policies
towards Ukraine.



Also recognizing that improved connectivity and good governance can enhance integration, overall
resilience and deliver tangible results,

Recalling the CEI Plan of Action 2024-2026 adopted on 21 December 2023,

We state the following:

1. Strengthening CEIl Collaboration and Regional Engagement

Recognize the added value of CEl projects for the region, supported through various instruments,
including the CEI Cooperation Fund—whose 2026 budget we hereby approve—the CEIl Fund at the
EBRD financed by Italy, which also encompasses the CEl Know-how Exchange Programme, as well
as CEl projects funded by the EU and by the Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia.

Underline the importance of further strengthening CEIl partnerships and cooperation with
international and regional organizations in line with its strategic goals and core objectives, while
expressing our appreciation for the valuable initiatives and activities undertaken by the Serbian CEl
Presidency, together with the CEI-Executive Secretariat.

Appreciate the enhanced collaboration within the CEI Parliamentary Dimension and take note of
the official launch of the Project “CEl Support to Strengthening the Parliaments of Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia and Ukraine, in the Context of
the EU Accession”.

Commend the dedicated work of the CEI-Executive Secretariat in advancing regional cooperation
through a wide range of joint activities, notably in the fields of science (including the taking over
chairmanship of EU Science Diplomacy Alliance), culture, youth and education, media freedom and
pluralism, economic development, cyber resilience, rule of law, environmental sustainability, circular
economy, health, social innovation, as well as green and smart infrastructure and transport
connectivity, thereby contributing to the overall cohesion and progress of the region.

2. Advancing the European Integration Process

Emphasize the vital contribution of the EU integration process to the peace, stability, security and
prosperity in Europe. In this framework, we also acknowledge the specific potential of the CEIl to
further address common challenges and transform them into opportunities.

Acknowledge the momentum achieved in the ongoing EU accession negotiations and encourage
the continuation of this positive dynamic, in accordance with the merit-based approach that
underpins the integrity, credibility and predictability of the enlargement process as well as stability of
united Europe based on common democratic values. In this context reiterate the significance of a
constructive regional cooperation, good-neighbourly relations, respect of rights of persons belonging
to minorities, mutual respect, and the rule of law.

Welcome the progress made by EU candidate countries in 2025 as assessed by the EU Commission
enlargement package. Highlight the steadfast commitment of the non-EU CEI countries to the
European perspective and look forward for more opportunities to advance on their accession path
through the accelerated implementation of reforms and the fulfilment of the established criteria.

Call on EU member states to maintain their strong focus on the accession process of the candidate
countries, strongly believing that the enlargement process represents a strategic investment in
peace, security, and development for the entire EU and its neighborhood. In this context we underline
the importance of mutual strategic communication in both EU and non-EU CEIl member states.



Recall the key importance the EU attaches to the alignment with the Common Foreign and Security
Policy (CFSP) as an essential element of the enlargement process.

Highlight the informal meeting of the CEI Ministers of Foreign Affairs, chaired by Serbian Foreign
Minister Marko Buri¢ as the current CEl Presidency, held on 26 September 2025 on the margins of
the 80" UNGA, taking stock of the developments and prospects of the European integration process
of the non-EU CEl Member States.

Recall the advantages of gradual integration and appreciate the financial support provided by the
EU through the Growth Plan for the Western Balkans, the Growth Plan for Moldova and Ukraine
Facility which offer instruments to accelerate socio economic convergence and enhance economic
integration, strengthening resilience, connectivity and convergence with the EU Single Market.

Welcome the inclusion of Albania, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia in the Single
Euro Payment Area — SEPA as one of the outcomes of the EU Growth Plan.

Value the synergy between the CEl and EU programs, notably the Connecting Europe Facility
(CEF), the Trans-European Networks for Transport (TEN-T) and Trans-European Networks for
Energy (TEN-E), providing concrete tools to enhance transport, digital and energy connectivity
across the region.

Embrace a collaboration that fosters cross-border infrastructure projects to promote transport, digital
and energy networks, enhance regional cohesion, support sustainable development, and strengthen
trade and investment ties within the CEIl area, while driving the development and diversification of
regional and interregional trade.

Welcome the publishing of the CEI Study on revitalisation of the rail passenger services on Trieste-
Ljubljana-Zagreb-Belgrade Route with the goal of advancing regional connectivity through EU-
funded projects focused on decarbonization and sustainable mobility; convey the aspiration for
further developments of that project and for publishing similar studies for other rail passenger routes
of importance to the CEI.

Appreciate the launch of the CEI chapter of the “Falcone-Borsellino” programme, focused on the
exchange of know-how and best practices in promoting the rule of law and fighting against organized
crime and funded by ltaly, encourage the interested CEI Member States in joining it.

3. Fostering Sustainable Growth and Development

Emphasize the need to accelerate the implementation of the United Nations 2030 Agenda and its
Sustainable Development Goals - also throughout CEl membership - committing to collective action
and meaningful engagement of all relevant stakeholders.

Underline the constructive role of the CEl as an observer in the UN General Assembly, serving as
a platform for cooperation and ensuring the continuation of joint CEIl statements at relevant UN
events, and welcome the holding of the Serbian CEIl Presidency of a CEl side event at UN High-
Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development in July in New York.

Reaffirm the role of the CEl, in its capacity as an observer at the United Nations General Assembly,
as a steadfast promoter of peace, security, and respect for international law.

Emphasize the need to step up joint action in fighting climate change and to continue working on
climate change mitigation, protection of natural resources and protection of biodiversity as well as
prevention of cross-border pollution.

Also welcome the efforts of the Serbian CEIl Presidency in organizing meetings on key topics
relevant for sustainable growth and development, like artificial intelligence, the local dimension, and
labour migration.



Note the potential of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) initiative for enhancing
connectivity, trade, transport and energy cooperation also across the CEI region, and noting the
prospect of the Adriatic Sea as a landing portion of the Corridor in Europe and important hub to the
rest of the Continent. Invite the CNC and the Secretariat to explore opportunities for engagement
and coordination within this evolving initiative.

Also note the potential of the Trans-Caspian Transport Corridor (TCTC) initiative and the importance
of the stability, maritime security and sustainable development of the Black Sea area for the
connectivity, trade, economic prosperity and cooperation between Europe, including the CEI
countries, and Asia.

Welcome the support to all other corridors that are of importance for economic and trade
development of the CEI region.

4. Enhancing Continued Support for Ukraine

Condemn the Russian ongoing war of aggression against Ukraine, reiterate our unwavering support
for Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence, and territorial integrity, within internationally recognized
borders extending to its territorial waters.

Stress the urgent need to fully respect international law, including the UN Charter and international
humanitarian law, in order to put an end to the suffering and loss of civilian lives and civilian
infrastructure.

Note the massive and complex hybrid threats, foreign information manipulation and interference,
disinformation campaigns, and malicious cyber operations, and we call to enhance the cooperation
to counter these threats and attacks.

Recall its consistent support for Ukraine, expressed through relevant UN resolutions and numerous
joint initiatives, and reiterate our collective determination to continue upholding these principles in
defense of the UN Charter and international law.

Support the diplomatic efforts led by the United States and the recent discussions with Ukraine in
Geneva, with the contribution of European countries, that are an important step towards achieving a
swift end to Russia’s war of aggression and a comprehensive, just and lasting peace for Ukraine
also with a view that all relevant humanitarian issues, including the return of Ukrainian children,
should be comprehensively resolved.

Welcome further development of concrete initiatives and projects within the CEl framework, in line
with the CEIl Plan of Action 2024—-2026, aimed at alleviating the grave consequences of the Russian
war of aggression against Ukraine and its people.

Welcome the participation of the CEIl Secretary General Franco Dal Mas in the Ukraine Recovery
Conference (URC 2025), held in Rome on 10-11 July, and his active contribution to the high-level
panel on International Partnerships of the local dimension. Underline the importance of further CEI
engagement at URC 2026 to be held in Poland.

Call upon the international community to continue providing support to Ukraine particularly in
humanitarian assistance, recovery, modernization and reconstruction.
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Welcome the efforts of the Serbian CEI Presidency in steering our regional cooperation and keeping
the EU enlargement high on the agenda through the organization of a CNC meeting in Brussels with
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the participation of representatives of the European Commission’s DG ENEST and the European
External Action Service, thereby fostering dialogue and reinforcing our collective commitment to a
stronger and more united Europe.

Also, welcome unanimous approval of the Resolution aimed at strengthening the Central European
Initiative by the Foreign Affairs Committee of the ltalian Senate, acknowledging the strategic
importance of the CEIl and its Executive Secretariat.

Invite the CNC to support the Executive Secretariat in organizing and coordinating the celebrations
for the 30" Anniversary of the CEI-Executive Secretariat.

Thank the Serbian CEI Presidency for the manifold activities conducted and for the excellent
organisation of our today’s meeting in Belgrade.

Thank Secretary General of the CEI-ES Franco Dal Mas and his team for their dedicated work.

Express to Romania - as CEIl Presidency for the year 2026 - our best wishes and full support.



